
 
 
Sentence       

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 

and every sickness among the people. 
Matthew 4:23 

Collect       

Eternal God, your Son revealed in signs and wonders 

the greatness of your saving love; 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, 

and in all our weakness 

sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

1st Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 

 

2nd Reading Psalm 27.1, 4 - 8 

 

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 
 

 

Prayers of the People    

Today we pray for Hospital Chaplains: Shelley Gilmore, Matiu Best 

and Leanne Brooks. 

Welcome! Haere mai! Malo e lelei! Talofa! Namaste! Bula! 

St John’s Anglican Church, Otumoetai 
 

 
 

Sunday 26 January 2020 

Epiphany 3 
 



 

And we pray for the churches of Southern Africa, and for the 

rebuilding of communities in Angola and Mozambique. 

We pray for those in need, especially those who have asked for our 

prayers: Sherryl, Pat, Cherie, Philip, Craig, Jane. 

 

Greetings 

If we have ever experienced a total power failure and there is no light 

at all, we know what darkness means. We cannot see clearly. We 

find it hard to find our way and perhaps we are frightened.  

Whilst this scenario describes a physical occurrence, we may have 

similar feelings in our mental and spiritual lives. Troubles and trials 

abound as does change. We know from experience that things 

sometimes go badly or at least not the way we would have liked. The 

possibility that things might go badly in the future is the well-spring of 

anxiety. At times we may be afraid and unable to find our way. When 

we are struggling, we often need others to show us the love of God 

and express faith that God is with us – yesterday, today and 

tomorrow. 

Offering support to each other is really important and I can see that 

here in this parish there is a good community of support. Sharing our 

troubles with others may make us feel vulnerable. But there are many 

occasions when people have told me how much they have valued the 

support of others. They have shared their concerns and worries and 

have allowed others to pray for them and have been uplifted as a 

result.  

For, ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear’. 

Arohanui, Sue 

 



 

PARISH MAGAZINE 

The next Parish Magazine will be published in mid-February, in time 

for Lent (Ash Wednesday is 26 February). The theme for this edition 

will be ‘Volunteering’. We often speak about giving things up for Lent. 

That may be appropriate if we have fallen into unhelpful practices.  

Another way to approach Lent is to think positively about what we 

can take on. Volunteering is something many people do all year 

round and it would be very good to have a few articles in which 

people tell us about some volunteering they currently do or have 

done in the past.  If you’d like to contribute please speak to the Vicar 
or to Lynda. The deadline for submission of articles will be 

Wednesday 12 February. Many thanks. Sue (Vicar) 

 

SINGING GROUP 

Our Singing Group numbers have thinned out - we are keen to have 

more men and women join us. We are a group who love music and 

singing. There is no requirement to read music or sing in parts. We 

meet weekly to practice the songs for the upcoming Sunday. Our 

current meeting is on Wednesdays at 4.00 pm but we can be flexible 

about time to accommodate more people. If you are interested 

please leave your name and contact details on the sign-up sheet at 

the back of the church. We plan to begin our regular practices on 

Wednesday 29 January.  

 

ST GEORGE’S SUMMER SUNSET PUBLIC LECTURES 

St George’s Anglican Church, Gate Pa, is offering free lectures to 

help people understand our history and how it shapes our present. 

This year there will be lectures on the evenings of February 2nd and 

February 9th at 7 p.m. Each talk will last about 2 hours.  

The first, on Sunday 2nd February, will be given by Archbishop Sir 

David Moxon on The Anglican Apology given in 2018 for the 

Disposal of the Mission Lands in Tauranga in 1867. The second, on 

Sunday 9th February, will be given by Buddy Mikaere and is entitled “Is 

the Treaty a Joke?” – the Treaty of Waitangi 180 years on.  



 

This Week Beginning:  27 January 

 

Monday   9.00 am Walking Group – meet at The Raft 

  

Wednesday 10.00 am Mid-week Communion 

 2.00 pm  SAYGo in the hall  

 4.00 pm  Singing Group practice 

 

Op Shop      10.00 am - 4.00 pm   Monday to Friday (ph. 576 2422) 

Playgroup  9.30 - 11.30 am       Re-commences 4 February 

Toy Library  9.30 - 11.30 am       Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  

   

Service for Sunday 2 February – Candlemas & AAW Sunday 

Malachi 3:1 - 5; Hebrews 2:14 - 18; Luke 2:22 - 40 

 9.00 am Eucharist  

   

Contact Us 
 

Vicar:                   The Reverend Sue Beverly  

Ph:     576 9923 or Vicarage 570 0424 or 021 432 365 

Email:                   sue.beverly@waiapu.com 
 

Parish Office:  Lynda Wallace  Ph:  576 9923 

Email: admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com   
Website:         www.stjohns-tga.org.nz 

 

Wardens:       Viv Heimann  576 6097 

 Bill Aldridge  576 5789 
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