
 
 

Sentence      

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.      Mark 1.15 
 

Collect   

Loving God,  

you send prophets to warn,  

disturb and revive your people.  

Help us listen to those who prepare us for your kingdom.  

Give us courage to remove the chaff from our lives  

so that we may be ready to meet you.  

Through Jesus Christ our Liberator,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Epistle  Romans 15:4-13 
 

Gospel  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Prayers of the People  

Today we pray for the people of the Riverslea Parish and their 

clergy. 

And we pray for education and educators in Papua New Guinea, 

especially the chaplains and staff in the Anglican Elementary and 

secondary schools. 
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We pray for those in need, especially those who have asked for our 

prayers: Ann, Pat, Philip, Cherie, Craig, Sherryl, Margaret, Mike, 

Rachael. 

Greetings 

It is pretty unfashionable these days to go to church on a Sunday. 

There was a time when it was the ‘done thing’. Nowadays, there is 

no social pressure to practise our faith or come to church, no 

expectation in society or with our neighbours that we will come.  

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is recorded as asking the crowd who had 

gone to see John ‘What did you come out into the wilderness to 

see?’ John and Jesus were never frightened to challenge their 

hearers. So how would we reply if they asked us similar questions 

such as why are we here? What do we hope for when we come to 

church? For what are we searching?  

In the spirit of John the Baptist, what we discover together here, 

what we say, what we listen to, orients and re-orientates us to the 

source of our life and hope: to awaken, nurture, cultivate that desire 

to choose what leads to God’s deepening life in each of us.  

God calls us into a life rooted in love and that means that, as a 

community, we offer hospitality across any possible division that we 

can imagine. Each of us is welcome here because we are welcome 

to God whether life is good for us at the moment or whether we 

are struggling or in trouble  

This afternoon we celebrate with Messy Church. If you have never 

been before do come. Messy Church is a relaxed style of church 

suitable for all ages: it is Christ-centred and inter-generational and is 

full of creativity, hospitality and celebration. We give many thanks to 

Angela and her team for their imagination, love and care.  

Arohanui, Sue 

 



 

WALKING GROUP 

On Monday 9th December Walking Group will meet at the 

Church and after the walk will attend the Lavender Craft Group 

morning tea. 
 

LAVENDER CRAFT GROUP MORNING TEA 
 

Please join us for the annual craft sale & morning tea – on Monday 

9th December from 10.00 am to 12 noon.  Admission will be 

$5.00.  There will be a gift table with great gifts for Christmas. Funds 

raised will be shared between Flower Guild & Foodbank. 
 

AAW LUNCHEON 

AAW members are invited to the AAW Christmas luncheon which 

will be held at 12.00 noon on Tuesday 10th December at Oak 

Tree restaurant.  Cost is $22 per person. 
 

PILLANS POINT SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

The Pillans Point School Christmas Concert will be held in the 

church on Friday 13th December at 9.30 am.  All are welcome 

to attend.  Let’s give the teachers and children a warm welcome. 

 

READINGS & CAROLS SERVICE 

We hope you can join us for our Readings and Carols Service –  

5.00 pm on Sunday 15th December.  The service will be 

followed by refreshments in the lounge. 
 

WATER, THE ESSENCE OF LIFE 
 

Please remember the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal 

which is focusing this year on the water that is essential for life.  In 

this season of hope and promise let us be generous sharing the love 

of Christmas with people in need of water.  Envelopes are available 

in the foyer. 
 



 

This Week Beginning:  9th December 

Monday   9.00 am Walking Group - meet at the church 

 10.00 am Lavender Craft Group morning tea 

 1.00 pm Mahjong in the lounge 

Tuesday 12.00 noon AAW Christmas lunch 
 

Wednesday 10.00 am Mid-week Communion 

 2.00 pm SAYGo in the hall 

 4.00 pm Music Group practice 

 7.00 pm Advent Study 
 

Thursday 8.00 am Morning Prayer 

 8.30 am Benedictine Study Group 

Friday 9.30 am Pillans Point School concert 
 

Op Shop           10.00 am - 4.00 pm   Monday to Friday (ph. 576-2422) 

Playgroup        9.30 - 11.30 am   Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  

Toy Library    9.30 - 11.30 am   Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 
 

Services for Sunday 15th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent  
Isaiah 35:1 - 10; James 5:7 - 10; Matthew 11:2 - 11 

 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Eucharist  

 5.00 pm  Readings & Carols Service 
  

Contact Us 
 

Vicar:                   The Reverend Sue Beverly  

Ph:     576 9923 or Vicarage 570 0424 or 021 432 365 

Email:                   sue.beverly@waiapu.com 
 

Parish Office:  Lynda Wallace  Ph:  576 9923 

Email: admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com   

Website:         www.stjohns-tga.org.nz 
 

Wardens:       Viv Heimann  576 6097 

 Bill Aldridge  576 5789 

mailto:admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com
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