
 
Sentence    

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to 

those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is 

your God.’     Isaiah 35.3-4 
 

Collect  

God of the unexpected, your ways are not our ways.  

Open our ears to the prophets you send,  

help us to hear the good news  

from unforeseen messengers.  

Empower us to join the healing work  

of the one whose coming draws near,  

Through Jesus Christ our Liberator,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

Epistle James 5:7-10 
 

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Prayers of the People 

We pray for the people of the Taupo parish and their clergy. 

And we pray for the Anglican Indigenous Network and its work in 

development, training and resource sharing.  
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We pray for those in need, especially those who ask for our 

prayers: Philip, Craig, Sherryl, Cherie, Pat. 

We give thanks for the lives of the recently departed: Ann Hill and 

Kevin Fox, and we pray for those who will mourn their passing. 
 

Greetings 

‘The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom’. Isaiah 35.1 There are few of us, if any, who, 

for one reason or another, have not felt in the wilderness at some 

point in our lives. The words ‘glad’, ‘rejoice’ and ‘blossom’ are not 

ones we are likely to associate with such a state of being. 

In Isaiah’s vision the barren wilderness blossoms into song and the 

wasteland comes into flower. It is this sense of awakening, returning, 

finding fresh hope, that is a feature of the Advent season and on this 

3rd Sunday of Advent it is the ‘fore-runner’, John the Baptiser, who 

provides a voice of spiritual awakening.  

The vision we have at Advent is of God’s future breaking into our 

present moment in ways that give us a glimpse of the world as part 

of a new creation. From the wilderness of Golgotha comes a new 

song – a song to shake the foundations of the old order of sin and 

death, transforming the wilderness, offering new hope, new 

orientation, new life.  

In Christ we are a new creation and we are awakened to the reality 

of God’s gift in Jesus that there is nothing in all creation that can 

separate us from God’s love.  

Our vision is limited – we see through a glass darkly – but this is the 

lens of faith with which we are to look out on our world and 

through which even the dry and arid places in our lives can reveal to 

us a fresh blossom and a new place where sorrow and sighing shall 

flee away.  

Arohanui, Sue 



 

READINGS & CAROLS SERVICE 

We hope you can join us for our Readings and Carols Service –  
at 5.00 pm this evening.  The service will be followed by 

refreshments in the lounge. 
 

WALKING GROUP 

On Monday 16th December Walking Group will meet at City 

Church and morning tea afterwards will be at the Atrium café. 
 

LAVENDER CRAFT MORNING TEA & CRAFT SALE 

Thank you to everyone who supported us – a donation of $750 to 

Foodbank was able to be made - Foodbank were delighted and sent 

sincere thanks to all who contributed.   Congratulations to the raffle 

winners who were: hampers – Dinah Morris & Lois Harvey; 

Christmas cakes – Mary-Ann King & Anne Leota. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Christmas Eve: 5.00 pm    Children & Families Service 

Instant Nativity: Just Add Children, Families & 

Everyone Else! With Love From God to You. 
 

   11.15 pm    Carols 

   11.30 pm    Midnight Mass (Communion)  
 

Christmas Day:  9.00 am      Holy Communion 
 

From 29th December to 2nd February there will be one service each 

Sunday at 9.00 am followed by morning tea in the lounge.  The 

service on 2nd February will be AAW Sunday. 
 

The last Midweek Communion for 2019 will be this week. The 

service will re-commence on 22nd January 2020. 

 

FOODBANK 

As well as your weekly Foodbank offering please consider giving 

something extra for Christmas  



 

WATER, THE ESSENCE OF LIFE 

Please remember the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal 
which is focusing this year on the water that is essential for life.  In 

this season of hope and promise let us be generous sharing the love 

of Christmas with people in need of water.  Envelopes are available 

in the foyer. 
 

This Week Beginning:16th December 

Monday   9.00 am Walking Group - meet at City Church 
  

Wednesday 10.00 am Mid-week Communion 

 4.00 pm Music Group practice 

 7.00 pm Advent Study 
 

Thursday 8.00 am Morning Prayer 

 8.30 am Benedictine Study Group 

 11.00 am Communion at Bob Owens 
 

Op Shop           10.00 am - 4.00 pm   Monday to Friday (ph. 576-2422) 

Playgroup    Closed for school holidays  

Toy Library    9.30 - 11.30 am   Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 
 

Services for Sunday 22nd December - 4th Sunday in Advent  
Isaiah 7:10 - 16; Romans 1:1 - 7; Matthew 11:18 - 25 

 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Eucharist  
   

Contact Us 
 

Vicar:                   The Reverend Sue Beverly  

Ph:     576 9923 or Vicarage 570 0424 or 021 432 365 

Email:                   sue.beverly@waiapu.com 
 

Parish Office:  Lynda Wallace  Ph:  576 9923 

Email: admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com   

Website:         www.stjohns-tga.org.nz 
 

Wardens:       Viv Heimann  576 6097 

 Bill Aldridge  576 5789 

mailto:admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com
http://www.stjohns-tga.org.nz/

